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Office: FA-101, 2060 Mackay, SGW Campus. 


Staff: | Sophie Fontaine, Assistant to the Chair 848-2065 
Diane Boule, Assistant to Grad. Prog. Directors 848-2077 


Advisor: David Miller, Associate Professor 848-2073 


This course guide has been prepared months in advance of the 1996-97 academic year 
and information contained herein is subject to change. 


Students are advised not to purchase any texts without the approval of the professor 
concemed. 


Due to the renumbering of courses in the Department, students should consult the list 
of equivalent undergraduate courses in the back of the 1996/7 undergraduate calendar. 


FACULTY 


A list of the full-time faculty follows below. All possess degrees from universities and/or 
schools of advanced studies that represent the best academic centres for the study of religion 
in North America and India. All have published books that have made a contribution to 
their particular fields of study. All have published in learned journals and have given papers 
at leamed societies. They have also won a reputation among their students for being good 
teachers, concerned about the quality of instruction at Concordia University, as well as for 
being "available" and committed to the development of a more meaningful student life. 


Full-Time Faculty: 

Chair 

Ira Robinson, Ph.D. (Harvard) 
Professors 


Frederick Bird, Ph.D. (Graduate Theological Union) 

Michel Despland, Th.D. (Harvard) 

Jack Lightstone, Ph.D. (Brown) 

Sheila McDonough, Ph.D. (McGill) 

T.S. Rukmani, D.Litt., Ph.D. (Delhi University) ~ Chair in Hindu Studies 


Associate Professors 


David Miller, Ph.D. (Harvard) 
Michael Oppenheim, Ph.D. (U. of California) 


Assistant Professors 


Norma Joseph, Ph.D. (Concordia) 
Rosemary Hale, Ph.D. (Harvard) 
Leslie Orr, Ph.D. (McGill) 


INTRODUCTION TO THE DEPARTMENT 


General Objectives: 
The Department of Religion is dedicated to the academic study of religions and other social 


and cultural phenomena in so far as they have been influenced or affected by religions. We 
are interested in the comparative study of many religions. Although we do study how many 
religious traditions articulate and defend their own self-understandings, we treat these 
theologies and buddhologies academically and comparatively. 


Nature of Religious Studies: 
The academic study of religion is a multi-disciplinary enterprise. It involves the historical 


examination of religious movements, the literary analyses of their literatures, philosophical 
reflections on beliefs and teachings, the social scientific investigations of their rituals, 
practices, texts, and institutions, the psychological study of their participants and ethical 
inquiries regarding both their moral writings and social roles. 


Correspondingly, the faculty in the department have been trained in a number of academic 
disciplines including history, sociology, anthropology, literary studies, philosophy, 
psychology and theology as well as in the study of particular religious traditions. 


KNOWLEDGE OF TWO MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS 


The Department believes that every Major or Honours student in Religion or in Judaic 
Studies should possess, at time of graduation, a knowledge of at least two major religious 
traditions. For example, the student who is pursuing a Major in Judaic Studies will take 
some courses in a religious tradition other than Judaism. This basic principle reinforces the 
emphasis upon the centrality of the discipline of the History of Religions. A particular 
religious tradition can best be understood in the context of the general religious history of 
humankind. 


DEPARTMENTAL PROGRAMMES 


The Department of Religion offers at the undergraduate level: minors, majors and honours 
programmes in Religion and in Judaic Studies. The degree requirements for all of these 
programmes can be found below. We also offer several graduate programmes: a Diploma 
in Theological, Religious and Ethical Studies (together with the Philosophy and Theology 
Departments), an M.A. in the History and Philosophy of Religion, an M.A. in Judaic 
Studies, and a Ph.D. in Religion in which students focus either on Comparative Ethics or 
Judaism. For further information on our graduate programmes, please contact Diane Boulé 
at 848-2077. 


Women and Religion: 
As part of the Department of Religion’s recently updated undergraduate curriculum, a 


concentration in Women and Religion is being offered. A variety of special courses are to 
be included in the regular program for the BA major in Religion. Religion majors can focus 
on this area for either the primary or secondary concentration requirements. 


The study of women and religion is a growing field in which the Department of Religion 
of Concordia University has long been a leader. This structured concentration solidifies our 
commitment to this field and enables us to prepare students in a systematic and consistent 
fashion. The concentration furthers the work of the department in that it will allow students 
to pursue course work from a comparative, cross-cultural and multi-tradition perspective. 
The study of the role of women in the history and practice of religion has been neglected 
until recently. The specialization offers a necessary corrective and introduces our students 
to an exciting and vital area of study. 
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Degree Requirements: 


60 B.A. Honours in Religion: 
12 Ina language related to thesis; or in a related discipline such as: english literature, 
history, philosophy, sociology, theological studies, women's studies. 
6 RELI 211° or 213° 
21 From area of primary concentration (see areas of concentration below) 
From area of secondary concentration (see areas of concentration below) 
6 RELI elective credits at 300 or 400 level 
3 RELI 409° 
6 RELI 410° 


n 


42 B.A. Major in Religion 

6 RELI 211° or 213° 

21 From area of primary concentration (see areas of concentration below) 
6 From area of secondary concentration 

6 RELI elective credits at 300 or 400 level 

3 RELI 409° 


30 Minor in Religion 
6 RELI 211° or 213° 
24 RELI elective credits (chosen in consultation with Departmental advisor) 


B.A. Honours in Judaic Studies 

In Hebrew language: RELI 201°, 202°, 4017, 402? 

RELI 211° or 213° 

RELI 222° 

Chosen from RELI 3013, 326, 327°, 328? 

Chosen from RELI 329°, 337°, 3813, 394°, 395°, 397? 

Chosen from RELI 302?, 3037, 304°, 305°, 306°, 313°, 319°, 340°, 341°, 342° 
RELI 409? 

RELI 410° 


=a 
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48 B.A. Major in Judaic Studies 

12 In Hebrew Language: RELI 201°, 202°, 401°, 402? 

RELI 211° or 213° 

REL] 222° 

Chosen from RELI 3013, 326°, 327°, 328° 

Chosen from RELI 329’, 337°, 381°, 394°, 395°, 397° 

Chosen from RELI 302’, 303?, 304, 305°, 306’, 313°, 319°, 340°, 3413, 342° 
RELI 409? 


DQBANDODA 


30 Minor or Certificate in Judaic Studies 
6 RELI 211° or 213° 
6 RELI 222° 
9 Chosen from RELI 3013, 326°, 327°, 328° 
9 Chosen from RELI 329%, 337°, 381°, 394°, 395°, 397°, 398° 


Areas of Concentration: 
A- Asian Religions (21 credits) - chosen from any of the following: 
REL] 313° Islam 
RELI 317? Islamic Mysticism 
RELI 319? Modern Islam 
RELI 340° Hindu Thought and Institutions of the Ancient Period 
RELI 341? Hindu Thought & Institutions of the Classical Period 
RELI 342? Hindu Thought and Institutions of the Medieval Period 
RELI 344? Hindu Mysticism 
RELI 345? Major Developments in Modern Hinduism 
RELI 346? The Hindu Diaspora 
RELI 347? Religion and the Arts in South & Southeast Asia 
RELI 348? Religion and Seciety in South & Southeast Asia 
RELI 349? Religions of China and Japan 
RELI 350° Theravada Buddhism 
RELI 364? Mahayana Buddhism 
RELI 383? Women and Religion: Islam 
RELI 384? Women and Religion: Hinduism 
RELI 385° Women and Religion: Buddhism 
B- Christianity (21 credits) 
3 RELI301° Biblical Studies I: The Hebrew Bible 
3 RELI 302? Biblical Studies II: Christian Origins 
3 RELI303° History of Christian ThoughtI or RELI305° Christian Social History I 
3 RELI304? History of Christian Thought I or RELI 306° Christian Social History II 
9 Christian Studies elective credits at the 300 or 400 level- 
C- Judaism (21 credits) 
6 RELI 222° Introduction to the History and Religion of the Jews 
3 RELI30! Biblical Studies I: The Hebrew Bible 
6 Chosen from: RELI 326° Ancient Judaism 
RELI 327°? Medieval Jewish Thought & Institutions 
RELI 328° Modern Judaism 
6 Judaic Studies elective credits at the 300 or 400 level 
D- Women and Religion (21 credits) 
3 RELI 233? Introduction to Women and Religion 
6 Chosen from: RELI 381? Women and Religion: Judaism 
RELI 382? Women and Religion: Christianity 
RELI 383? Women and Religion: Islam 
RELI 384° Women and Religion: Hinduism 
RELI 385° Women and Religion: Buddhism 
RELI 386° Native North American Women & their Religious Traditions 
RELI 391°? Women and Jewish History I 
RELI 392? Women and Jewish History II 
9 Chosen from: RELI372? The Human Body in Religious Faith and Practice 
RELI 380° Sexuality in the History of Religion 
RELI 387? Goddesses and Religious Images of Women 
RELI 388° Religious Women: Leaders, Models and Rebels 
RELI 389° Women as Ritual Experts 
RELI 405? Approaches to the Study of Women & Religion:Adv. Seminar 
RELI 406° Feminist Hermeneutics & Scripture 
3 Women and Religion elective credits at the 300 or 400 level 
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Southern Asia Studies: 

The Department of Religion participates with History, Political Science and several other 
departments in the Southern Asia Studies Programme which offers a major and a minor as 
follows: 


MAJOR (42 credits): 

9 credits History 261 and Religion 213 

3 credits History 364, 365, 393 or 461 

6 credits Political Science 340, 342, 431 or 434 

6 credits Religion 313, 340, 341, 347, 348, 350, 364 

18 credits any courses on Southern Asia not already counted 


MINOR (30 credits): 
9 credits History 261 and Religion 213 
6 credits History 364, 365, 393 or 461 
Political Science 340, 342, 431 or 434 
Economics 311, 312, 341 
6 credits any from Religion 313-319, 340-348, 350, 364, 383-385 
or Cinema 335 
Other courses may be substituted for many of the above with the Programme 
Advisor's permission. 


For more information call: 
Dr. John Hill, Department of History at 848-2435 
or Dr. Leslie Orr, Department of Religion at 848-2067 
DEPARTMENTAL GRADING GUIDELINES 


"A" Superior grasp of material, well written, clear explanations, presentation of 
original insights beyond those of class discussion. 


"Br" Good understanding, clear and orderly presentation shows ability to apply 
material and concepts. 


*C" Adequate grasp of material, reasonably clear. 
“Dy Evidence of having done reading but inadequate comprehension. 
igh Any indication of copying is an automatic "F", as is the absence of evidence that 


the work was done. 


SOCIAL FUNCTION 


University education has an important social function independent of the relation of 
particular subjects to the job market. In the complex and changing culture of our society, 
it is often no longer possible or necessary to tie at least the first university degree to 
vocational training. The Department of Religion then, sees its prime function in this 
broader context of education. 


Vocationally, however, a Major or Honours in Religion could prepare the undergraduate for 
further education leading to teaching in religion at the high school, CEGEP or university 
level. A bachelors degree in Religion could also be of benefit for undergraduates who plan 
careers in social work, law, civil service and other fields for which a Humanities or Social 
Science education is needed. As well, a degree in Religion could be supportive of a career 
in international business or international affairs. 


THE BOYD SINYARD AWARD 


Each year the Boyd Sinyard award is given to the outstanding graduating student in 
Religion. The award is named after the first chairman of the Department of Religion at Sir 
George Williams University. 


CONCORDIA RELIGION STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION (CRSA) 


If you are studying within the Department of Religion (i.e. if you are an Honours, Major, 
Minor or just taking a course offered by the department), you are a member of CRSA. 
CRSA is a student administered organization dedicated to fostering community and 
expanding the educational experience of all Religion students. Each year the executive 
branch of CRSA (five students elected to plan and administer all CRSA affairs) offers 
Religion students the chance to meet each other and faculty at various social gatherings, as 
well as the opportunity to enliven their education by attending CRSA sponsored lectures 
given by learned academics and religious thinkers from all parts of the world. CRSA 
members are urged to take advantage of the student lounge located in the basement of 
annex R (2050 Mackay). This is a place where students can study, hang out or use the free 
phone. If you would like more information about CRSA, leave a message in our mailbox 
at the Department of Religion. 


COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
SUMMER 1996 


RELI 213/1 - BA (6 credits) April 30 - August 12 M.W. 1830-2100 
RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD 
Instructor: To be announced. 


An historical and comparative overview of the major religious traditions of the world: 
Hinduism; Buddhism, Judaism; Christianity; and Islam. Throughout the course, importance 
will be given to two themes: 1) the interaction between religious traditions and modernity; 
2) the role of women in religious traditions. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 


RELI 393D/1 - CA (3 credits) June 25 - August 12 T.J. 1830-2100 
"RELIGION & THE ARTS" 
Instructor: To be announced. 


If all true art engages, in various ways, some aspect of divine or spiritual elements of reality, 
then it is appropriate to study the worlds of art in relation to the following themes: 
Artas Disclosure Artas Embodiment Art as Vocation Art as Celebration 


Discussion of these themes will serve as the introductory lectures, and, as is the nature with 
themes, they will recur throughout the course. We will be considering the following figures: 
for visual arts, Kandinsky, Malevich, Klee, Van Gogh; for literature, Kafka, Dostoevsky, 
The Inklings; for art criticism, Walter Benjamin, Franz Rosenzweig, Northrop Frye. 


Ten readings from Art, Creativity and the Sacred, ed. D. Apostolos-Cappadona, will be 
assigned for class discussion, as well as for journal-style summarization and response. The 
grading will be dependent on your grasp of the content, the quality of your critique, and 
creativity. The use of outside material or good comparative analysis earns higher grades. 


Requirements: Journals: 80% 
Class Participation: 20% 


RELI 398X/1 - AA (3 credits) April 30 - June 17 T.J. 1830-2100 
"Goddesses, Gods and Gender Issues in Ancient Greek Drama" 
Instructor: Sheila McDonough 


The course will study a number of Greek plays, comedies and tragedies, focussing on what 

these plays suggest about gender issues as understood by Athenians in the great creative 
period of that culture. Issues to be studied will include witchcraft, Medea, misogyny, 
Hippolytus, war between cultural patterns, Orestia, and women and peace, Lysistrata. 


Requirements: One-class presentation and one take-home exam. 
Texts: Mary Renault, The King Die 


The works of Euripides, the Orestia and Lysistrata 


RELI 201/3 - AA (6 credits) W. 1805-2010 
INTRODUCTORY HEBREW 
Instructor: To be announced. 


An introductory course designed to provide the fundamentals of grammar and language 
structure and to teach the reading and writing of Hebrew. Learning material is provided by 
the instructor and assignments consist of drills and short compositions. Only students with 
no prior knowledge of Hebrew may enrol. 

Note: Students who have taken Hebrew at the Collegial level, HEBR 210, HEBR 211, or 
whose schooling has been conducted in Hebrew may not take this course for credit. 


RELI 202/3 - AA (6 credits) W. 2025-2230 
INTERMEDIATE HEBREW 
Instructor: To be announced. 


Prerequisite: RELI 201 or HEBR 210 or permission of the Department. 

This course is for students possessing a good working knowledge of written and oral 
Hebrew. It combines advanced grammar, composition and literature. Texts may include 
traditional and folkloristic short stories as well as modern poetry by such writers as Bialik, 
Amichai and Zach. 

Note: Students who have taken HEBR 250 or 251 may not take this course for credit. 


RELI 211/3 - A (6 credits) M.W. 1315-1430 
UNDERSTANDING RELIGION 
Instructors: To be announced. 


A systematic and topical introduction to the study of religion. The purpose of the course is 
to enable the student to articulate and investigate questions about the meaning and nature 
of religion. Problems discussed include the elements of religious experience, forms of 
religious expression and interpretation, religious communities and practices, and the 
questions raised by the contemporary interfaith dialogue. Materials are taken from a variety 
of religious traditions. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 


RELI 213/3 - A (6 credits) T.J. 1145-1300 
RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD 
Instructors: To be announced. 


An historical and comparative overview of the major religious traditions of the world: 
Hinduism; Buddhism; Judaism; Christianity, and Islam. Throughout the course, importance 
will be given to two themes: 1) the interaction between religious traditions and modernity; 
2) the role of women in religious traditions. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 
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RELI 213/3 - AA (6 credits) T. 1805-2010 
RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD 
Instructor: David Miller 


An historical and comparative overview of the major religious traditions of the world: 
Hinduism; Buddhism; Judaism; Christianity; Islam. The first term will focus upon Hindu 
religious traditions and also will begin the study of Buddhism in India. In the second term 
the study of Buddhism will continue with an emphasis upon the spread of Buddhism into 
Sri Lanka, Southeast Asia, China and Japan. This will be followed by introductions to the 
Judaic, Christian and Islamic traditions. Throughout the course, importance will be given 
to two themes: 1) the interaction between religious traditions and modernity; 2) the role of 
women in religious traditions. Considerable use will be made of movies, videos and slides 
in order to provide a visual presentation of the religious traditions to be studied. Guest 
speakers are also invited to present each religion studied. 


Texts: Fenton, John (ed.) Religions of Asia. 
Sharma, Arvind (ed.) Women in World Religions. 


Requirements: One In-Class Exam (30%) 
One Book Review (10%) 
One Take-Home Exam (30%) 
One Final Examination (30%) 


RELI 2272/3 - AA (6 credits) J. 1805-2010 
INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY & RELIGION OF THE JEWS 
Instructors: To be announced. 


This course introduces the history of the Jewish People and of Judaism from ancient times 
to the present. It examines the continuities, changes and interrelationships among Jewish 
society, institutions, rites, concepts and traditions through the ages. In addition, the course 
introduces the student to the social scientific study of contemporary Jewish practice and 
belief, including a survey of the rituals, practices and ceremonies of contemporary Jews. 
Requirements and Texts to be announced. 


RELI 223/2 - AA (3 credits) M. 1805-2010 
INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIANITY 
Instructor: To be announced. 


A basic introduction to Christianity as one of the major religious traditions of the world, this 
course provides an overall examination of the enduring structures of Christian belief, its 
central symbols and rituals; it also indicates how they are articulated in both the Eastern and 
Western traditions. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 
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RELI 233/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1445-1600 
INTRODUCTION TO WOMEN AND RELIGION 
Instructor: Norma Joseph 


An introduction to the particular problems and issues in the study of women and religion 
using case studies from various non-Westem traditions. The course will present a survey 
of the different levels of participation, the complex ritual activities and the intriguing divine 
imagery associated with women that are found in many religious traditions. Questions 
pertaining to methodology and the promise of a feminist perspective will be explored. We 
will also discuss the theories and debates centered in the contemporary goddess religions, 
wicca movement and claims of a preexisting matriarchy. The primary task is to address, in 
an introductory overview, the diversity of women's religious experiences. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 333 can not take this course for credit. 


Texts: Falk and Gross, Unspoken Worlds; Plaskow and Christ, Weaving the Vision 


RELI301/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1015-1130 
BIBLICAL STUDIES I: THE HEBREW BIBLE 
Instructor: To be announced. 


An introduction to the methods and results of biblical scholarship with regard to the history, 
culture, and religion of Ancient Israel. Particular attention is given to the major religious 
affirmations and theological concepts of the Hebrew Bible that have become central in the 
subsequent development of Judaism. Requirements and texts to be announced. 


RELI 302/4 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1015-1130 
BIBLICAL STUDIES II: CHRISTIAN ORIGINS 
Instructor: Michel Despland 


A critical survey of Christian origins, this course focuses on New Testament literature and 
considers historical setting, history of text, religious and cultural significance. Attention is 


paid to extra-canonical literature and other relevant sources. 


Requirements: Mid-Term, Final Exam. 


Texts: Spiver & Smith, Anatomy of the New Testament 

RELI 3085/2 - AA (3 credits) J. 1605-1755 
CHRISTIAN SOCIAL HISTORY I 

Instructor: Rosemary Hale 


This course provides an overview of the political, social, and cultural history of Christianity 
from late antiquity through the fifteenth century focusing on issues such as gnosticism, 
heresy, the cult of the saints, witchcraft, the cult of the dead, pilgrimage, and the role of 
images in devotional practices. Reading both primary and secondary sources and examining 
visual materials, the course is intended to explore the role of popular religious beliefs and 
behaviors of the "silent majority" in interaction with the institutional church and its 
ecclesiastical leaders. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 
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RELI 306/4 - AA (3 credits) J. 1605-1755 
CHRISTIAN SOCIAL HISTORY II 
Instructor: Rosemary Hale 


This course introduces students to the history of Christianity from the fifteenth century to 
the present in its political, social, and cultural contexts. The effects of the Protestant 
reformations and counter-reformations, the period of the Enlightenment, missionary 
movements, modem secularization, fundamentalism, ecumenism, and liberation theologies 
on popular belief and practices will be explored through the reading of primary and 
secondary sources and the examination of visual images as well as other popular media such 
as music and film. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 


RELI 307/2 - AA (3 credits) W. 1605-1755 
CHRISTIAN MYSTICISM 
Instructor: Rosemary Hale 


This course will offer an opportunity to read and discuss a wide range of what are regarded 
as mystical texts in the history of Western Christianity from Plotinus to William Blake. 
Much of the course will be devoted to reading selections from medieval mystics, both 
scholastic and affective, such as Hildegard of Bingen, Bernard of Clairvaux, Hadewijch, 
Marguerite Porete, Francis and Clare of Assisi, the nuns of Helfta, Meister Eckhart, Henry 
Suso, Catherine of Siena, Brigitta of Sweden, Richard Rolle, Theresa of Avila, and John of 
the Cross. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 


RELI 310/2 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1145-1300 
CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL ISSUES: PERSONAL 
Instructor: Frederick Bird 


Focus for 1996/7: "SELF AND OTHER, SEXUALITY AND ETHICS" 

This course will consider a number of inter-related topics dealing broadly with the ethics 
of sexuality, friendship, family, and reproduction. Among topics to be considered are the 
following: The Ethics of sexuality and embodiment, intimacy, abstinence and celibacy, 
friendships, family relations, quarrelling well, fidelity and infidelity, gender roles, 
harassment, uses of reproductive technologies, contraception and population issues, 
abortion, parenting, aging, euthanasia, and health and diet. The course will consider the 
views of different religious traditions, philosophical arguments, and social groups. Students 
will be expected to write several papers on selected topics. They will be expected to identify, 
articulate, and defend their own views, taking into account the positions of others likely to 
disagree with them. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 331 may not take this course for credit. 
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RELI 312/4 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1145-1300 
CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL ISSUES: SOCIETAL 
Instructor: Frederick Bird 


Focus for 1996/7: "SOCIAL JUSTICE, POVERTY, AND UNDERDEVELOPMENT" 

This course will consider a number of topics related to the general theme of social justice, 
poverty and underdevelopment. The course will consider the following issues: the problems 
of world hunger, poverty, environmental degradation, over-consumption, increasing 
inequality, and underdevelopment. It will review the justice and injustice of current tax 
systems, social welfare policies, and development programs. It will consider issues of justice 
faced by students, employees, and citizens. The course will review the positions of various 
religious groups, philosophical traditions, and ideological movements regarding these 
topics. It will explore what interested individuals and groups have done and can do about 
these issues. Students will be expected to write several papers on selected topics. They will 
be expected to set forth and defend their own positions taking into account the views of 
those likely to differ with them. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 332 may not take this course for credit. 


RELI 313/3 - AA (6 credits) M. 2025-2230 
ISLAM 
Instructor: To be announced. 


The teachings of the Qur‘an and the life and example of the Prophet Muhammad will be 
studied in detail. The later developments of Islamic thought and practices in law, theology, 
philosophy and mysticism will be considered. Examples will be given to modern 
developments in Iran, Pakistan, Egypt and other Muslim countries. Requirements and 
Texts to be announced. 


RELI 319/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1315-1430 
MODERN ISLAM 
Instructor: Sheila McDonough 


The focus will be on developments in the Islamic world from 1800 to the present. Attention 
will be paid to diverse interpretations of the relevance of Islamic traditional values and 
models to contemporary realities. 


Requirements: Three take-home exams. 


Texts: Nazih Ayubi, Political Islam 
E. Sivan, Radical Islam 
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RELI 326/2 - AA (3 credits) J. 2025-2230 
ANCIENT JUDAISM 
Instructor: To be announced. 


The concepts, institutions, and literature of early rabbinic Judaism are viewed against its pre- 
rabbinic and biblical backgrounds as well as in the context of contemporary non-rabbinic 
forms of Judaism and of the world of late antiquity. The course also examines the 
development of rabbinic systems of thought and law as preserved primarily in the Mishnah, 
early Midrash, and the Palestinian and Babylonian Talmuds. Consideration is given as well 
to popular rabbinic beliefs and pratices and to early rabbinic mysticism. 


RELI 328/4 - AA (3 credits) J. 2025-2230 
MODERN JUDAISM 
Instructor: Michael Oppenheim 


This course will explore the major historical persons and events, as well as the communal 
and religious developments that dominate the course of Jewish history since the beginning 
of the Emancipation in the third quarter of the eighteenth century. Among the topics that 
will be discussed are: the nature and impact of the Emancipation, Jewish responses to the 
new challenges, the rise of moder anti-semitism, Jewish nationalism, and the emergence 
of new communities in North America and Israel. The ideas of some of the most significant 
Jewish leaders and philosophers from the eighteenth century to the contemporary period 
will also be studied. 


A brief summary of the readings will be handed in every week. In addition, there will be 
a short essay take-home midterm and an essay final exam. The final grade will be 
determined by class participation (including the summaries) 25%, the mid-term 25%, and 
the final essay 50%. 


Texts: Selzer- Jewish People, Jewish Thought. 
Mendes-Flohr, Reinharz, eds.- The Jew in the Modern World: A 
Documentary History. 
Additional readings. 
RELI 329/4 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1445-1600 
ISRAEL: RELIGION AND STATE 
Instructor: Michael Oppenheim 


This class will explore the many dimensions of what has been described as the issue of 
religion and state in Israel, that is to say, the character of the state of Israel as a Jewish state. 
The historical precedents, current institutional and political structure, and the major contours 
of the contemporary debate will be the foci of our investigation. Our goal is to understand 
the variety of attempts that Israelis have made to create a state that they can recognize as 
authentically Jewish. The reading for each week is indicated on the syllabus. At every 
class meeting, each person will be prepared with a brief written statement, from one to one 
and one-half typed pages, of what s/he believes are the three or four most important issues 
or themes in the week's reading. Specific questions related to the readings should also be 
formulated. 
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The final grade for the class will be determined by adding together the grades for class 
participation (which includes the short weekly statements) 25%, the short essay take-home 
mid-term (around the seventh week) 25%, and the essay take-home final 50%. 


Texts: Liebman and Don-Yehiya- Civil Religion in Israel 
Liebman and Don-Yehiya- Religion and Politics in Israel 
Reader of assigned readings. 
RELI 337/4 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1615-1730 
"THE CANADIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY" 
Instructor: Ira Robinson 


This course will explore the history of Jews in Canada from the eighteenth century to the 
present. It will emphasize the influences on the development of Canadian Jewry stemming 
from the dynamics of Jewish history in modern times as well as from the North American 
environment. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 397D may not take this course for credit. 


Requirements: 


1. Ten 1-page essays due in wks 2-11 of the course,based on the reading assignment. 30% 
2. Mid-term examination (Take-home). 30% 

3. Final Examination (during examination period). 40% 

Texts: 

Robert J. Brym, William Shaffir and Morton Weinfeld, eds. The Jews in Canada (Toronto, 
Oxford University Press, 1993). 

Alan Davies, ed., Antisemitism in Canada: History and Interpretation (Waterloo, Wilfrid 
Laurier University Press, 1992). 


Gerald Tulchinsky, Taking Root: the Origins of the Canadian Jewish Community (Toronto, 
1992) 


RELI 338/4 - AA (3 credits) T. 2025-2230 
HOLOCAUST: HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
Instructor: To be announced. 


This course examines the historical circumstances that made possible the systematic 
destruction of European Jewry in the year 1939-45, as well as the process of destruction and 
the Jewish and world responses to that destruction. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 357 may not take this course for credit. 
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RELI 339/2 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1445-1600 
THE IMPACT OF THE HOLOCAUST ON RELIGIOUS THOUGHT 
Instructor: Michael Oppenheim 


Although Jewish thinkers have regarded the Holocaust as both unimaginable and 
unthinkable, they have felt compelled to confront it. This course will explore the ways that 
the destruction of European Jewry has affected contemporary Jewish thought. We will 
focus on the effort of Jewish philosophers to access the magnitude of the event, the 
challenges that it poses for Jewish philosophy and the Jewish tradition, and the responses 
required to meet its challenges. Among the thinkers that will be studied are: Martin Buber, 
Elie Wiesel, Abraham Heschel, Emil Fackenheim, Arthur Cohen, Irving Greenberg, and 
Eliezer Schweid. 

A brief summary of the readings will be handed in every week. In addition, there will be 
a short essay take-home midterm and an essay final exam. The final grade will be 
determined by class participation (including the summaries) 25%, the mid-term 25%, and 
the final essay 50%. A variety of articles by the philosophers mentioned above will be read 
during the term. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 358 may not take this course for credit. 


RELI 342/4 - A (3 credits) W.F. 1015-1130 
HINDU THOUGHT & INSTITUTIONS IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD 
Instructor: T.S. Rukmani 


Based on readings from the Bhagavata Purana and the Bhagavadgita, Hindu religion and 
thought will be analysed. As bhakti as a pan-Indian movement characterises this period, a 
detailed study of the origin and development of bhakti from its early beginnings will form 
part of the course. The Sri Vaisnava tradition of South India and the Sri Rama tradition of 
North India will serve to illustrate the dynamics of the medieval bhakti phenomenon. Texts 
to be announced. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 321 may not take this course for credit. 


Requirements: 2 Mid-Term exams (20% each); Take-Home Exam (50%); 
Informed participation (10%) 


RELI 346/2 - A (3 credits) W.F. 1015-1130 
THE HINDU DIASPORA 
Instructor: T.S. Rukmani 


Some interesting questions which will be addressed in this course are the challenges that 
Hinduism, with its distinctive worldview, faces in a new setting and the responses it comes 
up with. Hindus in South Africa (Southern Hemisphere) and Hindus in Canada/North 
America (Northern Hemisphere) will be used as examples to illustrate the topics that will 
be raised and discussed. As this is a new area in religious studies, the course can be 
stimulating and can come up with its own insights. Field work will form an important 
component of the requirements. Texts to be announced. 


Requirements: 2 Mid-Term exams (20% each); Take-Home Exam (50%); 
Informed participation (10%) 
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RELI 347/4 - AA (3 credits) T. 2025-2230 
RELIGION AND THE ARTS IN SOUTH & SOUTHEAST ASIA 
Instructor: David Miller 


This introduction to the religious art of South and Southeast Asia makes special reference 
to Hindu and Buddhist architecture, sculpture, and painting. The course examines the ways 
in which sacred art is related to myth and symbol, religious values and goals, ritual, religious 
experience, and social and political realities. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 318 may not take this course for credit. 


Texts: A.K. Coomaraswamy, M. Noble Myths of the Hindus and Buddhists 


R. Craven A Concise History Indian Art 
S. Lee A History of Far Eastern Art 


Requirements: One In-Class Examination (40%) 
One Research Paper (60%) 


RELI 350/2 - AA (3 credits) T. 2025-2230 
THERAVADA BUDDHISM 
Instructor: David Miller 


This course will begin with an introduction to the life and teachings of Siddharta Gautama, 
the Buddha, and to the early monastic order (Sangha). Then, after a brief survey of the 
early Buddhist councils, an examination of Theravada Buddhist philosophy will be given. 
The latter part of the course will consider the spread of Theravada Buddhism into Sri Lanka, 
after 250 BCE, and into Burma and Southeast Asia, between 250 BCE and 100 CE. The 
course ends with a reflection upon Theravada Buddhism and modernity. Considerable use 
will be made of movies, videos and slides in orer to provide a visual presentation of the 
religious traditions to be studied. Guest speakers will present special topics. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 314 may not take this course for credit. 


Texts: Richard Gombrich, Theravada Buddhism 
Walpola Rahula, What the Buddha Taught 
Donald Swearer , The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia 


Requirements: Two (2) In-Class Examinations 


RELI 365/2 - AA (3 credits) T. 1605-1755 
RELIGION AND LITERATURE 
Instructor: To be announced. 


This course deals with the questions raised for the study of religion by works of literature. 
An account is given of the recent development of interdisciplinary studies in religion and 
literature, and of the problems of method that have arisen. The relation between 
interpretation of religious language, with its use of myth, parable, symbol and metaphor, and 
literary criticism is explored. Requirements and Text to be announced. 
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RELI 372/2 - AA (3 credits) M. 1605-1755 
THE HUMAN BODY IN RELIGIOUS FAITH AND PRACTICE 
Instructor: Leslie Orr 


A study of religious attitudes to the human body, of the body as a foundation for religious 
symbolism and ritual, and of how ideas about the relations between body, mind, soul, and 
the divine influence religious conceptions of human life and destiny. The course will 
examine these problems with reference to specific religious traditions, including Hinduism, 
Jainism, Buddhism, Taoism, Christianity, several tribal religions, and contemporary 
women's spirituality. We will explore such issues as:the incarnation or embodiment of divine 
being; ritual and mystical transformations of the human body; divine and human beings as 
gendered bodies; and religious understandings of and regulation of such physical activities 
and processes as eating, sex, clothing, cleansing, birth, death, and bodily pain and pleasure. 


Requirements: two in-class quizzes, one paper, one take-home exam, journals and 
class participation. 
Readings: will be drawn from a variety of sources, but may include excerpts from: 


- Caroline Bynum, Holy Feast and Holy Fast 
- Mary Douglas, Purity and Danger 
- Anna Meigs, Food, Sex, and Pollution: A New Guinea Religion 


RELI 378/4 - AA (3 credits) T. 1605-1755 
DEATH AND DYING 
Instructor: To be announced. 


This comparative study examines conceptions of death and dying among the major religious 
traditions. Attention is paid as well to exploring contemporary notions of death and dying 
both in so far as we are still informed by traditional conceptions and to the extent that, for 
many, such notions have lost their cogency. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 370 may not take this course for credit. 


RELI 383/4 - AA (3 credits) W. 1805-2010 
WOMEN AND RELIGION: ISLAM 
Instructor: Sheila McDonough 


We will consider some of the writings of contemporary Muslim women with respect to the 
Qur'an, Sariah and legal reform in different Muslim countries. The aim is gain a 
perspective on the self understanding of Muslim women in differing contexts. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 398H may not take this course for credit. 


Requirements: One research paper and one final exam. 


Texts: Leila Ahmed, Women and Gender in Islam 
Amina Wadud Muhsin, Qur'an and Women 
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RELI 384/4 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1315-1430 
WOMEN AND RELIGION: HINDUISM 
Instructors: Leslie Orr 


This course examines the roles and activities of women in Hindu religious life. The course 
focuses as much as possible on what Hindu women of various historical periods and social 
and regional situations actually do—on their behaviours and experiences within the 
framework of Hindu religion and society. Issues to be considered include: the patterns of 
historical change associated with shifts in the nature of Hindu women's lives and "status," 
from the most ancient period up to the present, and the relation between abstract Hindu 
conceptions of "the feminine"--as a force to be revered, regulated, or repressed—and the 
actual circumstances of Hindu women. Requirements to be announced. 


Readings: will be drawn from a variety of sources, but may include excerpts from: 


Recasting Women: Essays in Colonial History, ed. Kumkum Sangari and Sudesh Vaid. 
Women Writing in India 600 B.C. to the Present, ed. Susie Tharu and K. Lalita. 

Kumar, Radha The History of Doing: An Illustrated Account of the Women's Movement 
in India. 

Women in Indian Society: A Reader, ed. R. Ghadially. 


A Comparison Between Women and Men: Tarabai Shinde and the Critique of Gender 
Relations in Colonial India, R. O'Hanlon 


Roles and Rituals for Hindu Women, ed. Julia Leslie. 
From the Margins of Hindu Marriage, ed. L. Harlan and P. Courtright. 
Raheja, G.G. and A. G. Gold, Listen to the Heron's Words. 


Fruzzetti, L., The Gift of a Virgin: Women, Marriage, and Ritual in a Bengali Society. 
Marglin, Frederique Apfel, Wives of the God-King. 


RELI 394C/2 - AA (3 credits) J. 1805-2010 
"GENDER ISSUES IN JEWISH LAW" 
Instructor: Norma Joseph 


This course will explore Jewish legal principles and precedents and their historical 
development. It will do so by examining the legally complex issues surrounding matters of 
gender. We will attempt to understand how these legal precepts create the categories of 
distinction that separate and circumscribe female and male statuses, acts and interactions. 
We will explore the dynamic mechanisms of persistence, change, controversy and dissent 
embedded in the law. 


This course is open to undergradute and graduate students. Undergraduate students will be 
evaluated on the basis of an exam and a small research project. Graduate students will 
follow one specific gender topic and proceed through out the semester with a more 
extensive research project. They will be expected to contribute appropriately to classroom 
discussions and to present the results of their research to the entire class. Requirements and 
Texts to be announced. 
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RELI 401/4 - AA (3 credits) M. 1605-1755 
STUDIES IN CLASSICAL HEBREW TEXTS 
Instructor: To be announced. 


Prerequisite: Reli 202, Hebr 250 or permission of the Department. 

This course will guide students through the reading in the original language of a 
representative selection of Classical Hebrew texts of Judaism. Selections are taken from the 
Hebrew Bible, the Dead Sea (Qumran) documents, the Mishnah, Midrash, the Babylonian 
Talmud, and Maimonides’ Mishneh Torah. Attention will be paid to the historical and 
conceptual background of these texts. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 


RELI 406/4 - AA (3 credits) J. 1805-2010 
"WOMEN IN THE HEBREW BIBLE" 
Instructor: Norma Joseph 


This course will focus on female characters in the narrative portions of the Hebrew Bible 
only. Its purpose is to acquaint the students with the text itself and with various types of 
interpretation. We will look at both traditional Jewish commentaries and legends as well 
as feminist critiques and reconstructions. Each student will be asked to choose one 
particular character to focus on for the entire semester. The evaluation will be based on a 
research project focused on this one persona that will be progressively developed as the 
semester proceeds. 


This course is open to undergraduate and graduate students. Graduate students will be 
required to operate as in a seminar, doing more reading, research and class presentations. 
All the students involved will be challenged to go beyond stereotypes and encouraged to 
contribute an original creative midrash. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 394B may not take this course for credit. 


RELI 498C/4 - AA (3 credits) M. 1805-2010 
"WOMEN AND BUDDHISM" 
Instructor: Leslie Orr 


Prerequisite: Reli 314 or 315 or 350 or 364 or persmission of the instructor. 

The course will explore the situation, activities, and experiences of women within 
Buddhism. We will examine this topic from an historical perspective, looking at the 
circumstances of women in early Buddhism and tracing subsequent developments in India, 
Southeast Asia, the Far East, and Tibet. We will also consider the situation of contemporary 
Buddhist women, both in traditionally Buddhist countries and in the West. The goals of the 
course are: (1) to produce a better understanding of the history and of the current situation 
of women in Asia, and (2) to encourage reflection on the ways in which gender, culture, 
religious ideologies, and religious institutions are inter-related, in Asian societies and in our 
own society. Requirements to be announced. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 398V may not take this course for credit. 


Readings: will be drawn from a variety of sources, but may include excerpts from: 


Horner, I.B., Women Under Primitive Buddhism 


OPaul, D., Women in Buddhism: Images of the Feminine in Mahayana Tradition 
Sakyadhita: Daughters of the Buddha, ed. Karma Lekshe Tsoma. 
Buddhism, Sexuality and Gender, ed. Jose Ignacio Cabezon. 


Jayawardena, K. Feminism and Nationalism in the Third World. 

Manimekalai, trans. Alain Danielou. 

Bartholomeusz, T. Women under the Bo-Tree. 

Kabilsingh, C. Thai Women in Buddhism. 

Religion and the Family in East Asia, ed. GA.DeVos & T.Sofue 

Tsai, Kathryn A., Lives of the Nuns: Biographies of Chinese Buddhist Nuns. 
Feminine Ground: Essays on Women and Tibet, ed. Janice D. Willis. 

Boucher, S., Turning the Wheel: American Women Creating the New Buddhism 
Gross, R. Buddhism after Patriarchy. 
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